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speeches in the 'Ugger', recte the 'Union Debating Society',
the young foreigner found even the doors of the New Tory
Club opening to admit him, where Lloyd George was hated
with particular intensity at that moment, having just pre-
viously, in 1911, considerably curtailed the inherited rights
of the House of Lords.
At that period, in the post*Victorian and proto-Georgian
era, the term 'foreigner' was only a shade less derogatory
than 'native'. And yet by one of those wilful acts of Providence
which cause one to doubt the existence of a supreme justice
there were about 1,954 million foreigners in the world as
compared to about 46 million Englishmen. According to
another calculation the proportion might be placed at
1,954 million to 230 million, for an Englishman was worth
five foreigners. But as Lord Chesterfield says in those immortal
letters to his son, this belief gave the Englishman such con-
fidence that he did in point of fact become equal to two
foreigners.
Much has changed since then. The English character has
retained its admirable qualities whilst almost entirely dis-
carding its conceit; and as a matter of fact, even in former days,
the apparent haughtiness of the Englishman was more often
than not an unconscious attempt to cover up a very real
shyness and timidity, and beneath that traditional armour
of reserve there lurked yesterday, just as much as to-day,
a wealth of warmth and often a deal more kindliness and
social sense and sympathy and willingness to help than in
many a country where the people are unable to speak a single
sentence without waving their arms about in the air.
If one did not submit to the temptations of social life,
Oxford offered all the advantages of its wonderful tradition
and institutions, the healthy relationship between the culti-
vation of the mind and the cultivation of the body providing
young people with ideal conditions for harmonious develop-
ment* I for one never missed a training day at the Oxford
University Boxing Club. In the last week of February 1914